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Absal in the island typifies the satiety resulting from indul-
gence; his return to his father the King is the soul's return
to its better self; the fire is the ascetic discipline which
destroys animal passion but only purifies the soul; while
Zuhra represents the Divine Beauty and Perfection, love of
which, by filling the soul, expels from it all meaner passions,
and renders it worthy at last of celestial lordship.

2.   Vdmiq and *

Taymiis ((j^^b), Emperor of China, mourns over his child-
less state, and is advised by his councillors to seek out for
himself a wife. Beshir, an artist who has wandered through
many lands, painting portraits of all the most celebrated
beauties, shews him a portrait of the daughter of the Khaqan
of Turan, with whom he at once falls in love. He demands
and obtains her in marriage from her father, and of this
marriage is born a son, Vdmiq, the hero of the story, who,
as he grows up, becomes famous for his beauty and talents.
Azra, a very beautiful girl, falls in love with him by hearsay.
Her nurse, perceiving her passion, advises her to be patient,
since she is a King's daughter. She causes her portrait to
be painted, and Vamiq sees it and falls in love with her.
His father finds him wandering in the woods, distraught with
love; and, having vainly exhorted him to control'his passion,
finally grants him permission to go off with his foster-brother,
Behmen, to seek for the object of his desire. The two accord-
ingly set out, and travel on till they reach a high mountain
beside a great plain. They are greatly afflicted with thirst,
but finally reach the fountain of the King of the Fairies,
Lahijan, in Mount Elburz, who receives them kindly, and
confides to them that he is in love with a fairy called Ferf,
the daughter of the King of the genies, or jirin, of Mount